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ACIV..§ Vote 


An Account of the Proceedings and Debates of the laf Sef 
fion of 


N our laf BEE we concluded cur 
Gy! Account of the Important Debate spon 
aeAd| the Motion for Repealing the Septennial 

a) Act, with the Speech of Mr. W—n. 
Mr. A y G | (poke next 
to the following Effect. 


Mr. SPEAKER, 
ey 
‘Shave given all poflible Atten- Mr. A— 
“¢ tion to what has been faid by Gen- G——/'s Speech. 
tlemen on both Sides of this Quett:- 
Vol. VIII, on ; 
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can any Gentleman fay, that his prefent Mayjefty, or 


the late King his Father, ever made the leaft Attempt. 


to the Prejudice of the People’s Rights, or ever en- 
deavoured to extend any Branch of the Prerogative 
beyond thofe Bounds which are prefcribed to it b 
Law ; and I hope no Gentleman will fay, that the 
Prerocative, as now limited and eftablifhed, can be 
da:gerout; tor while our happy Conftitution is pre- 
ferved, it. © certain the monarchial Part of it muft be 
e.jowed with “sme Powers and Prerogatives ; it muft 
have it leaft thofe which are neceffary to fupport itfelf 
aguoit “ation, and to preferve that Influence which 
it ought by Law to have in the Government of this 
Kingdom. And as tor the Influence which, as has 
been fuppofed, the Crown may acquire over long 
Parliaments, it has already had avery proper Anfwer 
irom both the Gentlemen who fpoke firft againft this 
Motion ; for it is very certain, that the long Parlia- 
ment in King Charles the Second’s Reign, which has 
been called the Penfioncry Parliament, became towards 
the End fo very little fubjeét to the Influence of the 
Crown, that they did all they could to fecure the Li- 
berties of the People againft the Schemes which were 
then forming by the Court, and became fo ftrenuous in 
their Endeavours this Way, that the King was at laft 
obliged to diffolve them: This fhews, that the 
Length of a Parliament rather diminifhes than in- 
creafes the Influence oj the Crown; and the Hiftory 
of every Parliament fince that Time confirms this Ob- 


feryation. 


Ollr Se 


“« We have been told, that we always ought to have a 
Dependance on thofe we reprefent, and that in long 


Parl.aments this Dependance may probably -be thrown 
om 

Were amavel, we have all a Dependance upon 
come Jor our Election, is what, Sir, I fhall rea- 


grant ; alisr we are chofen, and have taken 
's Honfe, we have no longer any De- 

pel 


Tc 


ae ye HY) Our Electors, at leaft in fo far as re- 
gard 


eur enaviour here: Their whole Power is then 


Y US, and we are in every Queftion that 
us Houfe, to regard only the publick 

ral, and to determine according to out 
wedonot, we are to depend 


wach could never be the Cafe if Parliaments, -- 
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€ upon cur Reprefentatives, and to follow blindly the 
‘< Inttruciions they fend us, we cannot be {aid to 2¢ 
© freely, nor can fuch Parliaments be called tree Parlia- 
*< ments: Such a Dependance would be a moit dangerous 
‘© Dependance: It would, in my Opinion, be more dan- 
gerous and of worfe Confequence thas Dependance 
<¢ upon the Crown; for in a Dependance oa the Crown, 
“< IT can fee no Danger as long as the Intereit of the Crown 
‘< is made the fame with that o, the People, which every 
<*¢ Njan muft allow to be the Cafe at prefent ; whereas the 
«¢ People of any County, City or Borough, are very 
‘¢ Jisble to be mitled, and may olten be induced to give 
Inftructions dire@tly contrary to the Intereft o; their 
Country. | 
‘¢ Bribery and Corruption, Sir, are two hideous 
“© Words, and are oitea fee in the moft terrible Light. 
Thave, ’tis true, as terrible an Idca of fuch Practices 
as any Gentleman in this Houfe ; but f cannot think 
‘* we are in any prefent Danger from fuch: Our Coufti- 
“¢ tution is fo happily formed, that it is almoft mpofficle 
<< to overthrow it by fuch Praciices ; for beiore fuch a 
‘¢ ‘Thing can be done, the Generality oi the People muit 
be corrupted ; nay they muti Le fo far corrupted as to 
“be ready to fell themfelves for a fmall Price; for if 
‘< they infift upon a high one there cannot be a Purchafer: 
‘¢ This isa Cafe which I hope never will happen, but ix 
‘* ever it should, I cannot fee how our Conftitvtion could 
‘¢ be more fafe with a Triennial than with a ScOtenniat 
“© Parliament ; for I am perfuaded that if a Man will 
‘¢ fell his Vote either in Parliament, or at Elections, for 
‘¢ 3000 or 100 Guineas, he will fel! it for that hel; Sum, 
‘¢ when he finds he can get no more: Whatever is once 
‘< brought to Market, is generally fold for the Marker 
‘© Price ; and we find that the more frequently a Thing 
‘¢ is fold, the lower it falls in its Price, the more con- 
‘¢ temptille it becomes. People ufually fuppofe that 
‘‘ Corruption is only of one fort ; but this, Sir, is a 
; ‘¢ Miftake, it appears in many Shepes; 2 Man may be 
brited without giving him Money; and even Men- 
cc bers of this Houfe may be bribed without getting any 
Piace or Pre.ermenat from the Goverament: If any 
? ‘¢ Gentleman, to pleafe his Borough, and to fecure his 
“next Election, fhould act contrary to own Judg- 
‘ment, it is as downright Bribery as y he had got 
| ‘ca Penfion 
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Gentlemen have told us, that Scpternial ‘Patlia- 


No. 
a Penfion, a Place or Preferment from the Court; 
and I look upon this as one of the very wortt forts ol. 


Corruption. 


> 


ments are attended with many Inconventences, but, 
they have not been fo good as to thew us any of 
them, at leaft in fo far asI have yet heard; we have 
had the Experience of fuch Parliaments ior above 
thefe eighteen Years, and yet I do not find that they . 
have pretended to fhew any one Inconvenience which,*? 
has arifen from them inall that Time; from whence,’ 
I muft prefume, that it is not in their Power ; and I 
believe it cannot be fhewn that fo many good Laws, 
have pafled in any fuch Number of Years, as have 
been paffed fince Scptennial Parliaments took place: 
I am fure it cannot be fhewn, that any one Law has, 
been paffed by any of.our Sepicenaial Parliaments, that, 
incroached upon the Rights of the People, or that, 


was attended with an Inconvenience 


nee, or was looked on. 
by the Generality oj the People as a Grievance. If. 


ever there were any fuch, I muft cefire that the Gen-, 


tlemen of the other Side of the Queftion would point 
them out to us. 


But, Sir, could fhew many Inconveniences that would 


“ certainly enfue from Triennial or Annual Perliamenis : 


cc 
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“*. ‘The whole Nation would be kept inacontinual Feriment: 


The Feuds and Divifions which by every Election are 
raifed among Neighbours in the Country would be con- 
tinually kept up: The Country Gentlemen would te 
entirely ruined by the Exnence of frequent EleCions, and 
an annual Attendance upon this Hovfe with Multitudes 
of Witneffes, about thofe that micht be contefted ; and 
a vaft Encouragement would be given to Prunkennefs and 
Idlenefs among ajl Ranks of Men. We know, when 
working People have been habituated but for a few Days 
to Drunkennefs and Idlenefs, how hard it is to bring them 
back to their Labour andinduftry ; from whence we mutt 
conclude, that fuch frequent Elections would be a creat 
Prejudice to our Husbandry, to our Manufactures, and 
to all forts of Improvements : for the Drinking and 
Feafting about one KleGion would hardly be over “when 
that for the next would begin: All thefe and many 
worle would be the certain Coniequences of Triennzalor 


Annual EleGions; whereas when Kiections return but 
oncg 
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once in feven Years, the Feuds and Divifions among 
Neighbours, and the Ferment the Nation is put into, have 
time to fabfide ; the labouring People have time to cool 
and return to their Labour ; and the Country Gentlemen 
may eafily bear the Expence of Elections, becaufe they 
have fix Years to recruit, and to lay in’a Stock for that 
Parpdfe. 


Hon. Gentleman {poke of Septennial Parliaments 


as neceffary to fupport falling Minifters : Howa Septen- 
nia/can be more proper for this Purpofe than a 
I cannot really comprehend ; but whatever may be in this, 
Iam fure it is not thé Gafe gg prefent ; forI have been 
of late in as'many Countits and Corporations as zny Gen- 
tleman, I believe, in this Houfe ; and notwithftanding 
all the Arts that have-been practifed, aad all the fuduitry 


: that has been ufed to give the-People a bad Impreiiion of 


the prefeat Adminiftratiog, I found the People in every 
Place I paffed through, generally well inclined . towards 
it ; and the prefent Parliament, tho’ a Septennial one, 
ftands fo firmly in the Effeem and A ffections of the Peo. 
ple, that I dare fay we thall fee the greateft. Part of the 
Gentlemen now in this Houfe re-chofen. 

‘¢ Upon the Whole, Sir, as no Gentleman can, I think, 
fhew me any Inconvenience atteading Septeanial Par lia- 
ments but what is imaginary, as a great many dangerous 
TInconveniences always have attended, and always mutft at- 
tend Triexxial Parliaments ; and as I amconvinced that 
the Nation in general is very far from defirioga Re- 
peal of the Septennial Law, Tam entirely againit the 


Quefiion. 
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own, Sir, I am not alittie -aito- Mr. § 
nifhed at the Doétrine laid down Specch. 

by the Hon. and learned Geatle- 

man who fpoke laft: That after we arechofen we are 
to give no Attention to our Conftituents, that we are 
then to throw. afide all Depeadance upon them, isa 
Doctrine I never before heard in this Houfe ; and I am 
the more furprifed to hearit come from that learned 
Gentleman, becaufe fome of our principal Law Books tell 
us, that in ancient Times ths Houfe has oftea réfufed to 
agree to Propoitions made by the Court; for this Rea- 
fon oaly, thatthey cou'd udtagree to any fuch new Pro- 


“* polition, till they waat hom: and confulted with their 


Con- 
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For my own Part, Sir, I fhall al- 
“< wavs give the greateft Attention to the Sentiments of 
thofe reprefenc ; I thall always have a great Regard 
«¢ fortheir Interefts, and fhall never think there is any 
‘< Danger in having a Dependance upon them. ) 
«© The learned Gentleman asked us, If the Prerogative 
«« of the Crown had been extended beyond its due Bounds 
‘© by his late or his prefent Majefty? Sir, Ido not fay it 
‘< has: It is a Queftion cannot properly be anfwered, nor 
have Theardany fuch thing fo much as infinuated in 
“ this Debate : Bur I with Wewould take an Example 
from the Crown in one thing: We may obferve that 
the Crown never gives a Placeor Employment tor Life, 
‘< or for along Term of Years, except foch as cannot be 
“ otherwife difpofed of ; andthe Reafon is plain: Were 
“ thefe Places given for Lite, the Grantee would then 


‘< be out of the Power of the Crown, and confequently 
“ would not haye fuch a Depenuance onthe Crown, as 


‘ thofe Perfons mut have who entoy their Places during 
Plesfure only : this tne Crown acts wifely ; and! 
“ with we would follow the Example: Wken I fay We, 
fpeek o, the Gentlemen prefent notas Members o: 
this Houfe, but asa part oi the Feople of Great-Bri- 
sain: It would certainly be the Height of Wifdom 
inthe People, tokeep thofe they truit and employ in 
their Service as much in their :+ower as poffible “a 
thofe the People chofe to reprefeut them in this Houfe, 
were to continue in that Station cnly during the. Plea- 
lure of the Leople, the Reprefentatives would, I be- 
lieve, have a proper Regard for the Interefts of the 
feople, and would uever think of throwing off all De- 
pendance upon them. Asthis would, in my Opinion, 
be a wife Step inthe People, threfore I muft be for 
agrecing to every Thing that may tend this Way ; for 
this Reafon Icann t tut be jor the prefent Motion 5 


fhould have been jor the Queftior, 

“* Another Gentleman over the Way mentioned to us 
the prefent Situation of Eurcpe ; and asked us, If we 
were to fit ftili, and take no Part? This, Sir, is 2 
Queftion that might be anfwered, if they would let us 


Into the Secret fo far asto know what is the prefent 
O: with refpect to ourfelves ; but this 


they co pot feem inclined to do: However, without 


this 


nay, if Aznuval Paliaments had been moved for, f. 
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fuch an Infight, I think Emay day, that we ought to 
mind our own Bufinefs, and take proper Care of the 


Interefts of Great-Britein ; but that we are notto en- 


ter headlong into every German Quarrel that happens 
beyoud Seas. This may be a very proper Quetftion, 
and probably will come to be a Quefiton in the firtt 
Seffion of the next f arliament : In which Cafe I hope 
thoie who have it in their Power, will lay every thing 
beipre ils Houle, that may be neceffary for giving a 
proper Anfwer to fuch aa important Queition ; but 
hoy the Members of next Parliament, by being chofen 


for feven Years, fhould have in the very Srit Seflion 


‘more Knowledge, more Wifdom, or more Integrity, 


ia the determining of this Queftion, than ii they had 


been chofen only tor three, 1s what, I nuit conicfs, I 
cannot comprehend. 

‘¢ The learned Gentleman was fo good as to tell us, 
that we had all, or moft of us, by our Behayiour in 
this Parliament, eftablifhed our Characters fo firmly a- 
mong the People, that moft of us will be chofen agiin ; 
if fo, it is to be hoped we will behave as weil in the 
next, and then as many of us as are alive may expect 
to be chofen a third Time ; and if we behave il, I 


‘ hope no Gentleman will fay we ought to continue even 


for one Year, much lefsfor feven, in the Station we 
arein, whether our Reprefentatives will cr no. This, 
Sir, is as proper an Anfwer as can be made to the 
principal Argument urged againft frequent hiections ; 
which was, that they would diftrefs his Majeity’s Go- 
verament, and render the Meafures of his Adminiitra- 
tion unfteady, tor if the fame Membets le upon a 
new Election generally returned as longas they behave 
well, furciy even an Annual could ucver di- 
ftrefs his Majefiy’s Government, nor render his Min- 
fters unftcady in the Meafures they purfue, at leait as 


‘long asthe Members behave wellia Parliament ; and 


I hope no King will, Fam fure his Majeity never will, 
and I hope no Minifter ever can depend upon the nh 
Behaviour of the Members of Parliament tor the Sup- 
port-of his Government, or for the Snpport of the 
Meafures he purfues: I fay, I hope this Cafe never 
will happen ; but left it fhould, the beff way to guard 
againit it is to have frequent E!cctions ; and 1 
am Yor the Queftion. 

Hi Sir 
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Sir 772 L 
“lis one Reali On, Sir, which chiefly 

prevails with me to be agaiait your 
Queftion: It has been faid, that 
“¢ the principie Motive for int troducing Sepicrnial Par. 
‘+ /rewents now no longer exifts ; but this I can by no 
¢s Means agree with, becaufe Iam fure the Number of 
“6 Papifs has greatly increafed even fince the Septennial 
“ Law took place: And as a true Regard for our 
‘sown Religion has in the fame Time very much 
decreafed, I am a.raid the Popifh Intereit: will dai- 
Jy gain more and more upon and the ‘TPranfiti- 
irony to Facol itifm we know to be fhort and 
cer(ain. 

‘« Betides, Sir, there has lately been publithed in our 
Weekly Papers an Efiay upon Parties ; who is the 
‘“¢ thor of it | do not know, but I have read it, andl 
ink it moit Jefuitical Performance I ever faw: 
“ Itcould, n my Opinion, be wrote with no other View 
ut to raife ifcontents and jealoufies, and to increafe 
‘¢ the Difaffeciion to. his Ma jefty’s Government ; and 
therefore I cannot be for repe aline a Law which great ly 
ftrengthens that Government againg all fuch Attempts. 

C les C cy Efg; do 
Mr. C-—e¢ys <* not fland up, Sir, to eater into your 


Speech. Debate, but only to take Notice of 
what was faid’ by the entleman 


{pote laf. Ido net know whether the Number 
oO Papif ve increafed fince the Time he mentions or 
gh but £ would gladly know jrom him, Which Side 

the Elections the Fapifs favour mof in that Part 
oi tl the Country where lives ? ‘or can afirm, that 
** ja all the Parts ol Encland which Ik know, they gene- 
make ufe of all their Intereft in savour oF 


dates who are rec ommended hy the Miuntfters: 


ywot may be their Reafon jor fuch on odd fort of 


Nduci 


Cannot pretend CO de ‘termine : for furely 
“< they do not 


| | th the O21, - Game t'y ey have to 

play againit his Majefly’s G veraineat js ta £3 pport his 

fers 

Hm AY very iclined. Sir, to 


the Queftion 
moved ; but 
am 
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I am now more firmly o that Opinion, after wna 
I have heard — the two honourable GenUemea ho 
fooke lait; for a has gamed fo great Grount 
12 «this the patling the Septennia: 
Law; and the ve in ecneral fuch Friends 
to oir Miinifters, I do not know but that im next 
Parhameat many Pap/fs may have Seats. in this 
Houfe; and as fome .ofeour Minifters have been 
oO: late very changeable 1 theis Politicks, £ do 
not know but. they mey take it in their Heads to 
change their Religion too; there:ore, for jear ok 
our havas a Pepife Paruament and fone Mu 

ers, [ aim for repe aling the Sept: gnial Law, } Order 
to prevent their haying Time to do a great deal of Mi:l- 
chiet. 

Sir Hy——de 


Sir, as oll the Parts of j: melant Sir Jan 


faid. Papiffs are in 


hat as worthy Friend by me has 
i general of all 


taeir levour ol thofe Can Jidates’ who are 
recommenced Ly the Minitters ; and aa Hoa. Gentie- 


the Bloor, who I believe no frcll Share 


inthe prefent Adminiflration, knows that one of that 


3 Genticman one of 


ancieat Families County of k, and 
ft E {tates in now 
riding about the Votes for his 
Friends who are e Canc iidates f or the County, or lor any 


Religion, who is a Gentleman of one of the belt and 


OF orouga Wituin tue County fo that there 


faid that -the Ente reit of the Mui: is thereby 
encd; bat as to his Majeity’s Government, I dare fay 
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‘An Hon. and Jearned Gentleman ever the Wey was 


tO if ileus Sir. Inte Sreiene Nayetty 


iia 

any branch of the Preromat. beyon its Ie Bounds? 


had ever mace any Attempt to the Preyiuice Ga the 


this Queftion, Sir, fhall not aniwer oue Worcs, 

To know the Gentleman's Ofi- but I thant 
oiwer another Qu iCilion as!.t. by the fanre Gentlemat 
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‘He asktus, if 1 remember right, Whether any Law 
‘was ever pafled by a Septennial Parliament that in. 
< croached upon the Liberties of the People, or that was 
Catrented with Inconventence, or Was lookt on by 
Cthe Generality of the People as a Grievance? As to 
the fru Part of this Queftion, I muft really, Sir, look 
rhe Septennial Law itfelt as fome fort of Incroach- 
mont pon the Rights of the People ; and that law, I 
think, was made by a Farliament which itfelf 
Soptennial: But farther, Sir, were not the T.aws of 
Treafon, as to Trials, altered by a Scftennral Par- 
liament, or at leaft one which made itfelf fo ? That 
Law which had remained unaltered in all the Contefts, 
and the long Wars that happened between the Houfes 
of 2irk and Lancafer, was altered upon a trifling In- 
furrection in fome of the Northern Parts of this King- 
dom: Formerly every Man was to be tried by a Jury 
of his honeft Neighbours, within the County where the 
Crimes alledged againft him were faid to have been 
committed ; but a Parliament ordered him 
to be carried away and tried in any County where the 
Crown, or rather the Minifter, could find a Jury pro- 
per for their Purpofe; and where the Prifoner might 
not perhaps be alle to bring any Witneffes in his own 
it might at have teen impcffible for 
him to bring any without a great Expence. And yet 
farther, Sir. was not the Riot AG paffed by a Septen- 
fartioamcn? ; and is this no Incroachment upon 
‘the Rights of ‘the }eople? Is ir no Grievance that a 
«little Corty Tuftice of the Peace, the meanefi and vileft 
‘Tool a Mnifter can make ufe of, a Tool who, per- 
hops, fabfiis by “his being in the Commiffion, and who 
be turned ont of that SubGitence whenever the 


Nismifte r Is thus, I foy. no Grievance that 

Bere) bia id nave it in nis Power, bY reading a 


¢ Proclimation, to put perhaps +o or 20.of the heft 
in Farland to immediate Death, without any 
¢ Trial or Form ef Law ? This Law, Sir. an! feveral 


others {could name, have heen: naffed by Sepicanial 


Pariiamenis; to which, becaufe they ftand vet un- 
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not gye the Names I think they 
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€ Bat, Sir, to ask whether any Laws haye been paf- 
fed by Seprennial Pertiaments, wiuch have been attend. 
ed with inconveniences, or have been complained of as 
a Grievance, 1s a Quettion Foam turprifed to hear 
come from a Gentleman learned in the Laws. Was 
not the fatal South-fe2 Scheme, in the Sear 1720, eita- 
blithed by an Act ol a Septennial Perhiaimcut, and can 
any Man ask, whether that Law was attenced with any 
Inconvenience ° at, Was, Sir, the moft {candalous 
that ever was patied by any Parliament; it Zrseanial 
Par/iaments had then been in Being, I am_ perfuaded 
it would never have paffed, or if it had, I am ver 
fure, the chief Promoters of it would have futiered a 
very ciflerent Fate from what they aid ; and did not 
the fame Parliament pafs fome -Claufes in an Act for 
hindring the fpreading of the Plague, that were looke 
upon by the Generality of the People as fo great a Grie- 
vance, and were fo loudly complained of by all Ranks 
of People in the Nation, that it Was thought proper 
to repeal them in the very next Scfilion of Parlia- 

‘To the glorious -Catalorne have meiationed of 
Laws pafled by Septennial Pailiciueats, we might have 
added the lore Excife Bill, 1 it had pated into a Lay ; 
but, thank God, the Septeanral Paritamcnt was near 
expiring before that famous Lill was introduced. To 
this slorious Catalogue I cou!d add, Sir, not a few others, 
but f-will ftop bere, till I have heard the Laws I have 
mestioicd jaltificd by thofe who feem to he fo much 
ia love with Sepienuia! Parliaments ; and if they can 
yoitiy all that has beea done by fuch Pariiaments, I 
Dow “ prooufe moft foleranly to be of their Opinion ; 
but til then I hope they w:i e::cufe me, in being for 
the Kepecl of a Law, wiuch, a my Opinion, has never 
done’ any Good, which has produced a great Deal of 
Milchier, and which, I au much afraid, will quite 
overturn our Coniiitution, it as continues for ahy Time 
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Tbe BE E:-Or, 


Extraat from the CRATFSMAN. 


The Diff rtation on PARTI’S continued. 


Anvers, in bis laf Croffmon. continues bis 
fertation upon Parties, and the beotnn na ef bis 


ftitution bas the .\dvantage of the French, he ob- 
ferv: § that bath Anceftors and ours care cut oF Ger. 
many, and therejore bad prebably the fame 
the C uffoms. and the fame Gavernmeut. In 
the latter part of Craftfmaa be us the Hittory of 
Parliaments: a? 75 WE CIT Dart pf pis Pap 1S 
moft proper for the Confit eration of every Engliihman, we 
prall lay it before our Readers, 

I thall make ary Reflections (lays Mr. D’ Anvers) up- 
oa the Preperty and Power of the thro } fates, that com- 
pofe our ys nt, as they ftood formerly, and as they 
now ftand ; becaufe alt hbugh our Par/ramen's were com- 
pofed of and Commozs in thofe Da vs, as well 


a3 thefe, yet the Difte rence o” the We: cht, which each of 
thefe Fates hath caft into the Scale of Goverament, at 
different Periods, does in effect mike {ome Pifference 
in the Conftitution of Por/iaments andoby confidering 
thi s Difference, our Thoug ehts Will be led the better to 
3 o. the true Poife of our on ma2in- 
taining which our All depends; fince the nearer We 
“ag to it, the fater our Lilerty is, aad fince every Va- 
riation from it is dangerous to oar Lifkerty, in a De- 
proportionable to fuch Variation. Proper7y then, 
and Pewcr by Confeanence, have changed Hands. or fra- 
: have fhifted much in the fime Haads. fince the 
JVorman Fira. Arnes, the (Church were in 
Days, and long afterwards, the great Pronrietors, 
nd by the "Nat ure Tenures, as well as bv the Bull 
of their Kftates, T held the Commons in no fmall 
and feem to have governed wrhont 
gard to them, or to their Concurrence, in many 
Cs. ut the Regard, that was not pakl Them at ‘firtt, 
the Lords and the Churr) it neceflary 
fo pay Them ina fhort Time. and Suthorit tt it 
and ‘that y, ths 
fia tae Ballance ower, which Prap rty didnot 
give Lh 3, Or rather refumed 
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their Nawhers, and by the Circumfaaces, that follow'd. 


iy the Circunfasces, that followed, I mean the great 


Jifordcrs in the State, an. the civil Wars, which the 
Awbition of Princes. of the Nebility, and ot the Church 
to5. created. In all thefe: Conflicts, fome of the Com- 
mons * ha, line for the Kg, whe promiled Liberty from 
the Lords, and. others filing 7 th the Lords, who pro- 
mifed Them Liberty from the Wing, came off bet- 
ter in the End than their Priac pas aud an Example 
rarely to be par Hel’d was fet ; lor general Liberty was 
nurfed ! by thole “leans. under the particular 
Aivbition. In later Days, when the Nation, haraffed 
and by the Jong Wars of and Lencafer, feem’d 
giad to fei ‘tle ur der any ftable Government, and in this 
Lemper gave | many Advantages to the Cunning of 
the 7th, which Violence oj; his Son improv ed, 
it is certain that the Commovs fuffered extremely from 
e Avarice of cn, ov Prolufion of the othcr, and the 
hich, train’d' Prerogative dot), But then their Suffer- 
ings were temporary, and may be faid to have ended 
with thefe Reigns; whereas the Sufferings o: the Nodv- 
nd the were permanent and irretrievable. 
The King and bis Conner, the Author I quoted lait, 
nnd 7 Col ur of Liveries anid Retaindcrs, trouckt the 
bel: prods m to ve of t their Jt was fo. But 
tt:1] the Commons loft nothing, and gaia’d much. They 
were more under Subiection to the Criwa ; but They 
were icis under Subjection to the Lords and the Cherch. 
No: only t tne Jependencies on The/e were broken, but 
the Jcr?s and the Charch were made more dependent on 
the Cre -uy than the Commons had been on Them. ‘Lhe 
Lerds were obliged to attend the Court at their own 
Ficpeoce, and might aliencte their Eftates to defray this 
bsveace. A great Part of the Lands of the Cdirch 
Were C onfifeat ed aad parcelled ont to Thofe, who could 
buy, at very cheap Rates ; ‘and the Increafe of Trade, 
which hegan about this Time to be very confiderable, 
pit the Commons into a Condition of Leing the Buy- 
ers. ‘lhus were the old Foundations of and 
Pryor tapped on one Side, and new Foundations tad 
©nathe other. Some ot the Weight of the Church con- 
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tanned in the Scale of the Terds, and fome of it hath 
mone into That of the the Porliamens 
gary Controul of the Crewe did not become lefs, but it 
sid more equally and more ufetully placed. Demo- 
cracy was fo we poifed with cracy, aicer this great 
Change, that il They divided, Lhey couid not invade 
one another; and it They united, They could not be 


invaded by the Monarchy. Far dinerent Ata the Cefe in. 


other Countries, where the Crowa got the better of the 
Lares, and batiled, at leaft in fome Degree, the mon- 
ftrovs Attempts ol Ufirpaticn. In 
for when the Ineroachments of the Gl 

were check’d, the Church compounded with the Cros, 
sid an Alliance fucceeded of the Monarchy wth the 
Hwrarchy. Bat al the Cherch was able to co »mpound, 
the Nebility was forced to fubmit in that Kingdom ; fo 
that the Ay thority and Wealth of the ( “hurch ats ig fixed 
on the Side of the Crows, the whoie Strength and In- 
fiaence of the Nobility being taken from Lhem, and in- 
corporated with the Power cf the Crews, and the Com- 
nothing to do in that Govyerament, but to 
pay Laxcs, and carry -\rms, the Kines of France are 
become al Monerchs ; aud whatever Liber/y or 


pee iP rey, there \ as “alg treat TEL UuLiCR, it is 


totally ae {troy eu. 

Wien To fay that Ferliements were intirely built 
the fame Titncipies, as well as dirct?ed to the 
fan. feill “re, fhail be juitiy’d 
by th Whale Fenor of our ilifery, and of our Law. Let 
us cant ver 13 a Cale the plaineit imaginable, though 
it fitters f9 much Debate through the Efrontery of 
Mer x. Let us contider it relatively to that great }arut- 
ciple, fhat Parliaments oucht to be in dependent of the 
Crewa, in all Refpects, except fuch as are fettled- by 
the {aw and Cuttom of and concerning 
which there is no Difpute. Now, this general Principle 
hath not only beea always the fame, put it hath been 
always fo declared in the mot authentick and feiemn 
Manner ; and Per/remengs have not been more intent on 
national Concern whatever, than on maintaining 


Fr. 
4a. fecuring the Hifecis of it, fay Pare 


digments have been couitaatly thus intent, and efpecially 
1 eft Tames, cuting “more than three Centuries at 
lead ; ior I would net go back too far, nor grope un- 
neceflaruy 
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neceffarily in the dark. What elfe did thofe Laws mean, 
that were made in the Time of the Lancaffer Kings, 
to regulate the FE/edfions, and to prevent the Influence, 
which Richard the 2d had illegally aad arbitrarily em- 
ploy’d, and which there was no Room to fear that ether 
Princes might employ? What elfe do all thofe Refo- 
lutions, all thofe Declarations, all thofe Remanitrances, 
all thofe Acts of + arliament mean, that haye been made 
fo often, and enforced fo ftroagly, from Time to Time, 
and from thofe Days to thefe, againft the Influence of | 
the Crew, either on the [veions, or on the Members 
of Parliament ? 1 fhould be afhamed to ask any more 
Queftions of this Kind, or to defcend into any Detail, in 
order to prove what every Clerk of a Fuffice of Peace, 
nay almoit every Day-Labourer knows. But there is 
another Queftion, which I muft ask. If This be fo, 
what do ¢hofe Men mean, who are employ’d, or rather 
what does He mean, who employs ‘Them, to plead in 
all Places, and on all Occafions, even the mott folemn, 
in Favour of this very Jnfluence, nay of the very worft 
Sort of it; of that Influence, which is created immedi- 
ately by Corruption ; for to lhat their Arguments reach 
by undeniable Confequences ? Rea/on is againft Him and 
Them ; fince it is a plain Adfurdity to fuppofe a Controndt 
on the Crown (and They have not yet ventured to fup- 
pofe the contrary, that I know of) and to eftabhith at 
the fame Time a Power, and even a Right, in the Crown 
to render this Controul ufelefs. Expetience is againft 
Them ; fince the Examples of other Countries, and 
at fome Times (former Times I mean) of our own, have 
proved that a Prince may govern according to his ar- 
bitrary FVill, or That of his more arbitrary Miniffer, 
as abfolutely and much more fecurely with, than with- 
out the Concurrence of a Parliament. Authority, even 
the uniform Authority of our whole Legiflature, is againit 
Them. The Voice of our Lew gives Them the Lye. 
How then thall We account for this Procecding ; this 
open and defperate Attack upon our Coxffitution, and 
therefore upon our Liberty? Have thefe ereat Men 
made any nice Difcovery, that efcaped the blunt Sagacity 
of our Anceftors rit and is above the narrow Con- 
ceptions of all other Men, except Themfelves, at thas 
Time? Is it lefs fit than the Wifdom of this Nation 
hath judged it to be, for fo many Ages, that Kings 
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fhould govern under the confitutronal Controul of iwo 
other Efpates? Or is it lefs fit that They thould govern 
fo, for the Time to come, than it was for the ‘Time 
paft? We fhall hear, tor aught I know, even in this 
Age, that Kings are God's Vicegerents ; that ‘They are, 
next to Him and his Son Chri# Fefus, fupreme Mode- 
raters and Geverzors. We fhall hear again, perhaps, of 
their hereditary, their divine, their indefeasable Right, 
and the reit oj that filly Cant, which was invented to 
make the Ufurpations of Prerogative go down the bet- 
ter. But will even This alter the Cafe? Will This 
make it unworthy of Them to fubmit to the full Con- 
troul of fuch a Confitution as God Himfelf approved, 
in the Inititation of the Senate. Mofes was 
doubtedly God’s Vicegerent.. He was, if ever Man was 
fo, next and immediately under God, a fupreme Modera- 
ter end Governcr. He was (a) infpired, and affifted ine 
fupernatural Manner ; and yet He took the Advice of 
his Father-in-Law Yethro, the Prieft of Midian. He 
affociated to Himfelf in the Government of the Com- 
mon-Wealth, or He bad the People take, as He fays in 
{/) another ilace, or chufe, wi/e Mea and underfianding, 
and knew among the Tribes, that They might be affo- 
ciated to Him. He found Himfelf unequal to the Task 
©, governing alone, and He expoftulated with God upon. 
(C) damnable to bear ail this Pecple alone. Have 
4 conceived al! this People @ Havel begotten them? if 
Thou Gaeal tius with me kill me, I pray Thee, out 0 
fienl. Whether They, who deduce from hence the 
Iniitution o, Sazbedrins, are in the Right, or They» 
who ailign Them a more moder Date, againft the Opi- 
nion ot the Defers Themfelves; whofe Autho- 
rity cur Dofurs receive implicity enough in fome Cafes, 
and reject 2s arbitrarily in others, it metters not to en- 
gure. Let us leave the Difpute to the Partifans of 
J Scalicer and Per: jus, of Father Simeon and Le- 
Clerc. Thus much is certain. A grcut Sanbedrin fab- 
sited at evea at the coming of the 
well as Senbedrins in feveral Parts ot Pa- 
(fines which Form of Government. bore fome Refem- 
ince to our old Saxca Conftitution ; 2nd He, who takes. 
tne Lrouble of jvoking into Mr. (2) Selden, will find 
that 
(8) Deut. I. (c} Numb. 
GS lavid. vet. Ebracrim . 
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that the ereat Sanbedrin had as much Authority, and 
€xercifed as much Power, as ever Parliaments did or 
4] ittenacemotes could claim. That God approved a Kind 
of Parlianentary Efiahlifoment, and a Divifion of the 
Jupreme Power between his Vicegerent Mo/’s and the 
feventy Elders, to whom He gave fome of the Spirit, 
that wason Mofes, the Quotations I refer to irom ho'y 
Writ do furhiciently prove. -\iter This, it cannot be faid, 
£ think; to derogate from the Majefiy of any Prince, let 
4s entertain as high Notions of this Majefty as we 
pleate, that He is relieved from the Burthen O! Zovern. 
ing @/one; that He is obliged to fhare the fupreme Power 
with the Nobility and Commonalty of the Realm : and 
that He is hindered from deftroying, either dirctly 
or indirectly that Independency of thefe other Efpates, 
Which can ‘alone preferve this Divyifion of the fupreme 
Power, really, as well as apparently. But, perhaps, 
thefe great and honeff Men have difcovered a Neceflity 
Ol putting the Members, ora Majority o. the Members 
or Perlitzme pt under the Influence o; the Crown, in or- 
der to preferve this very Confitution. Let us fee there- 
fore what Dangers this Expedient is fitted to prevent. 
Are We afraid that an Houle «f Commeas, unlefs retrain’d 
by Places and Penfgons, fhould give up the Conititution 
the Lords, and eftablih an Arifocracy ? This Fear 
would be ridiculous furely ; and He, who fhould ar- 
sue agatnft fuch a Suppofition, would make Himfelf fo. 
‘Are We araid that an Houfe of Comimons, unlefs re- 
dirain’d in this Manner, fhoul 4 ufurp more Power than 


/yranny? But They would have aa Oppofitionro Them, 
2 Power fufficieat to defeat their Defigns ; the united 
Power 0. the Crown and of the Houfe of /or’s. For- 
imerly indeed, They. fucceeled in an Attempt of this 
Kind, and the Avaz and the Lords may at aay Time throw 
to9 much Power into their Scale, and fet the Senfe and 
Spirit of the People on their Side, 2s:was done at that 
time. But This neither hath been, nor can te doe, 
Unlefs both Krag and Lords conduct Vhemfelves fo ill, thit 
the Mifchiefs to be apprehended from their prevalency 
appear as great, or greater than Lhofe, which are to be 
apprehended from the Prevalency of the Commons. Let 
it be remember’d too that asthe Ainz and Lords may give 
much Power. asa Popularity to the Commons, fo the 
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Lords and Commons may give too much Pewer to the 
Crown. The Difference will lye only here ; that the 
Kinz and Lords will never do the Firft defignedly ; where- 
as there is a Poffibility that the Lords and Commons may be 
induced, in fome Age lefs virtuous than the prefent, by 
Places, anc ether Gratifications , beftowed on a 
Majority of thofe Affemblies, to do the Laft defignedly. 
What remains ‘to be urg’d, in Favour of this Expe- 
dient 2? roma what Danger are We to be protected by it? 
Shall We be told that Par‘iaments will not purfue the na- 
tional Intereft, unlefs their Members are bought into tt by 
the (rcun? Something like This hath been advanced, I 
have heart, and nothing more impudent, nor more filly, 
could be advanced. A Court, that is truely in the Intereft 
of the Nation, will have, nay muft have a Concurrence of 
Par.iament, as it would be eafy, if it was needful, to thew. 
‘Time and Trouble, indeed may be fometimes required to 
lead independent Men, who judge for Themfelves, and 
y becaufe they are convinced ; whereas neither one 

2 other are wanting to determine fuch as hold toa 
Court by a corrupt Dependency on it; for They are foon 
difciplin’d, and ready to perform the whole Exercife of 
Parliamentary Mercenaries at the Beat of a Drum. Some 
Inconveniences may likewife arife (for “hat which I 
have juft mentioned, does not deferve the Name) from 
the Independency of Parliaments. Minificrs, for Initance, 
may be called to Account by the Pafiion, by the Prejudice; 
if will, of fuch Aff mblies, oftner perhaps than ‘They | 
deferve tobe ; or their Errors may be cenfur’d, or theif | 
Faults be punifhed, in a greater Degree, and with more 
Rigour, not only than true polrtical Fuffice- requires; 
which thould always be tempered with Mercy, but even 
than firiéé Fufice exacts. But as one of Thefe is a Fault, 
if ic be a Fault, on the beft Side, and as the other will 
Certainly happea very feldom, it does not feem reafonable 
that a Door thould be opened to Corruption and Depen- 
Ail In Orucr to prevent them. Nay farther, this Vigte 
ance, and this Severity of Per/iemcnt:, which We here 
fuppofe, Wilt rot tail to have fome very good Effects, that 
are more than fujiicient to ballance the fuppofed ill Ef- 
fects. Among the reft, they may render the Rafh, who 


Th in Power, more cautions, and the Bold more modett. 

K hey may render Fools lefs fond of | ower, and awe even 
haves Honeity. It were Lettcr furely that able an 
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good Men fhould now and then fufier (nay the gocd Man 
who fufter’d, would be Himfelf of this Opinion) than that 
the Adulation and Serviliry of Par/iaments, Which are the 
neceflary Confequences ot Cerrupticn and Dependency, 
fhould ever contribute to make the Court become,a Sanctu- 
ary for Pickpockets, and an Holpial tor Cheagclings. 


Extract from FoG's-JouRNAt. 


R. Foc, i bis laf Fournal, hz: a Letter which is 

cery fevere upon the Author cof Pater called 
The PROMPTER, (of which we my take notice in fome 
of our future BEES.) The Letter-writer pretends to give us 
the Hiftory and CharaGer of the Auther of the Prompter ; 
and affirms that this Gentleman was formerly one of Dr. HER- 
MODACTYL’s Lyons. 

At length, (fays Mr. Fag) {ftroling up and down, 7/{- 
cloathed and worfe fed, he plyed CA’‘TO’s Elbow, in the 
South Sea Days, and to gain his Countenance bellow’d 
out, | 


Oh, ROME! Oh, LIBERTY! Oh, my COUNTRY! 


With infinite A ffiduity, he fometimes got a Dinner, and 
at lafta weck/y Allowance, by being admitted to write out 
the Parts of that applauded Character. 

{t was from this Period, that his Vanity and Afiiraace 
became extravagant. There was no Difference now be- 
tween Cato hbimjelf and Cato’s Prompter: the Language 
from henceforth was, WE wi// perform fuch a Part ; but — 
when CATo dyed, the Arrogance of the Creature was more 
aftonihing. It was then that Ae claimed the whole 
Merit of the bef Perfermances, and Cato was no better 
than the Prempter’s Pupil, if the modeft Man may be 
believed, who now his Benefactor is dead, would rob him of 
thofe Works which he humbly admired, as above his own 
Imitation, whilft the true, the uadubitable Author of them 
lived. 

Aiter this there can be no coubt that his prefent Em- 
ployment, though /ow enough in Confcience, is not below 
his Capacity, and that he who never was better than a 
Plagtary ; hath no Injuftice done him by ¢bis Preferment : 
For, having puri/cined Credit as the CoryisT of the bef 
Aut bors, 
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Author:, heis now to earn Cafh as the PROMPTER of the 
worft Adors, and the felonious by which he acquired 
Reputation, tallies with the dirty Method by which he 
js to get Money ; whereas, had he rea//y teen as he 
pretends, a JI jor the Stage, efpecially a ‘Writer of 
maficrly ability, he muft have been as utterly sacapable a 
he ought ever to be afhamed of appearing in /uch a Cha. 
yacier. 

If it be true, that his Genius is *co growe/ing for more 
creditable Undertakings, his Circumftarces are mot at this 
Time /o neceffitovs as to juftify or palliate fach a Profitu 
tion, he having been long fince freed from the Ca//s of 
Hunger, andbleit by a kind Providence with an Abundance 
fufhcient to gratily every Paoffion bat AVARICE., It is in- 
deed conjeCtured, that the Mafers of the Houfe, whom he 
once ufed with notable Freedom, have drawn him into 
this Snare, with a Purpofe of being avenged of his In/o- 
dence, by expoting his Ba/ene/S, and are upon Tryal whe- 
ther he isnot as Servile, as he is Proud and Affuming, 
COVETOUS and VAIN, he is fed with paltry Gratu- 


aties and low Flaiteries, by the Treafurcr of the Houfe, in- 
fluenced by which Corruptions he is Jed into every AG of 


Wenality, Profration, and dirty Submigjien, is fawning, ab- 


ject and craving, a /upple Syciophant tothe lordiy Maffers 
: the Theatre, and an unprovoked Reviler of the whole 
own. 


2d this heen charged upon him, when indigent Pockets 


and empty Bowels were a Plea for fome Di/penfations of 


Confcience, and when this Northern Pilerim was firft pick’d 


up ina Cof'ce-Houfe to ferve for weck/y Hire, Food and 


Raiment, which were the Confzderations, were then the 


Excufes of his Condud. Every thing which Candour 
may allow, will be allowed in his Favour ; nor will 
his amphibious Ex 

Scotch, as he pretends to have been, or whether it be 


more probably affirm. Whether he was 
ference of Charac¢ - at Glenluce, it will make no De 


acter. No Man need to be afhamed of his 
Country, provided his Country be not athamed of him, 


and bis feemine afro; 
fcemin afraid to «wn i*, makes it fufpicious that 


than his Original not bear Di/co- 
Irifom ASTER 0! Dub/in rejoiced to have been an 
¢ eho “ar thereby enabled to ferve a digrefied 
WHO Want Alice: 
: ‘O wanted his Abilities, and were fayed by the 


traction difcredit him, whether it be ~ 
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right Application of them. But all the Counties of Eng- 
fand ftrive as zealoufly to avoid the Scandal of producing 
Mrs. Osberne, as the Cities of Greece difputed the Glory 
of giving Birth to Hemer. Hence arifes the different Re- 

orts of her having been an Oyfér Dredger on the Sea 
Coafts of Dor[etfrire, a Collar Maker inthe City of Brifol, 
and a Schcol Miffre/s in the City of Norwich; every one of 
which Circumftances is denyed in the Place where it hap- 
pen’d, affirm’d in ali the reft, aud true inall the Particu- 
lars, upon the fulleft Information. 

Now fuch Accidents become Matter of Sport and De- 
rifion in no other Cafe than when the Party himfeli, by 
bringing his Perfon into Scorn, brings his Fortune into 
the fame Contempt. No Body thought of SCOTLAND or 


IRE;AND, nor had they computed the Dittance between 


the Haven of DONAGHADEE and the MULE of Gal/wway, 
whofe happy Situation is fach, that a Voyage of two fours © 
will difpeople the Bogs of one Side and plant new Colonics 
on the Mountains of the other Side of the Water : For thefe 
were Points of no Importance whilft the Perfon to whom 
they related was neither confidered asa Difgrace to the 
Country which produced him, nor asa Vs/ance to that 
which entertained him. His very claim toan Alliance with 
Cato or Bratus, might have made Men think him worth 
of being a Denizon of the World. But when it fhall be 
found that this Perfon, who is fo much afraid of being 
thought an Jrifimen,and kalf-afbamed of being thought 2 
Nrot/man is atthe fame Time a Scoto-Hibernian Mitcel- 
lany of Pride, Vantiy, Avarice and Infincerity ; what can 
this produce but the higheft Contempt and Indignation, 
that a Creature who refembles the Scape-Goat of cld in ha- 
ving brought the Sins of a whole People into a ftrange 
Country, fhould think the Place of bis Nativity unworthy 
vt his Reputation. 


‘An Article of News extracted from Foc’s laft Journal, 


They write from Sallee, that Muley Abdallah, King of 
Morocco, found fo little Satisfaition or Security trom the 


Standing wh ch he had tormed and kept up for 


opprcfinz and plundering the reft of his Subjeéts, thar he 
at laft rormed a Defign jor getting quit of them; and for 
that End endeavoured to play them one againft another, 
by giving the Officers a Sum of Money to Le dif r buted a- 
saong ft 
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mongtt the the Soldiery, and at the fame ‘Time privately 
acquainting the latter, that he had ordered them double 
the Sum; which was like to have produced the defired — 
EAect; for thereupon a Mutiny arofe among the Soldiers, | 
and they had 2¢tually begun to cut one anothers | hroats ; 
but this Artifice being foon difcovered, they then joined 
all together againft their King; upon which he was obli.. 
ged to fly from Mequinez, and the Biack Army unani- 
moufly agreed to fet up his Brother- Muley Hal in his 
Room. 


Extrat from the DAILY COURANT. 
The Caufes of Seditions, Redellions Revolutions. 


H EN under the Colour of Government Men are 
gricvoufly oppreffed, and cruelly injured by thole 
who ought to protect and defend them, Reafon, Nature, 
Religion, ftir up Refiftance ;.for Obedience ought not 10 

be paid, when the Ends for which itis paid are loft. It 
would be as honeft to require of meto torment ormurder > 
myfelf, as to obey and affift thofe Who, with the Title of 
- Magiftrates tormented and murdered others. But on the 
other hand, ’tis againft common Senfe and common Juilice; 
to be always uneafy and factious, to look on all Govera- 
ment 2s Oppreflion, and to treat every Magiftrate as aly- 
rent. In either Cafe, a Man muft renounce the great Pre- 
rogatives of his Nature, and degenerate into a Beaft of 
Burden, or a Beaft of Prey. 

When general Oppreflion difpofesa whole People to 
right themfelves, thofe whoconfult how this may be beft 
eitecled, and who, in the Day of Danger, hazard their 
Lives and Fortunes, to reftore Happinefs to the People, 
when perhaps, they might, if they had chofe it, have en- 
joyed allthat fenfual Minds Celight in, had they joined the 
Oppreffors. Such as_theie, I fay, are and ought to be e- 
fteemed Patriots. But furely thofe who would flir up 
a quiet, wealthy, uninjured People, who live under Laws 

to hinder them from injuring "exch fe, I fay, 
up a People inthis Condition, to deftroy 


oreven to infult their Governors, are ;— Iwill 
not fay what th 
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that be they what they will, they are no PATRIOTS. 

As real Oppreffion 1s the only juft Caufe of applying 
Force to redrefs the Diforders of the State, fo it is the 
anly Means whereby fuch Rifings can be turned to the Be- 
nefit of thofe who refift. Rebellions begun thro’ the Ambi- 
tion of great Men, who, out of regerd to the Publick 


_ Good, were ready to plunge their Country into a Civil 


War, rather than not get Adminiftration into their own 
Hands, have ufually iffued inthe Deftraction of both their 
Contrivers and Abettors. Tie mighty Earl of Marwick, 
who for his famous Exploits in that Way, was Sirnamed 
A‘ake-King, procured much Mifchief to the Kingdom, and 
in the End, drew a violent Death upon himicif. And 
a mighty Vifcount, who has followed his Example, and 
who, tho’ he never made Kings, yet has betrayed Queens, 
Kings, and Pretended Kings, has done fo to no Purpofe 
that I know of, but to bring fome of his Affociates to vio- 
Jent Deaths, and to live himfelf like CAIN, branded with 
a Mark of his Guilt. Whereas Defections proceeding from 
juft Caufes are eafy, fpeedy and fafe, fuch as the Change 
made in Pertuga/, when the Duke of Braganza took upon 
him the fovereign Authority, and obtained a Kingdom in a 
Day, holding it by the fureft, as well as atta'ning it by the beft 
Litle,viz. the Confent of the People. So likewife the lateand 
happy Revolution, which delivered thefe Nations from very 
glorious preffing Calamities, was not effected by Bloodfhed 
and Violence, but fettled with the fame Juftice and Calmnefs, 
as had directed the Councils of thofe wife and upright Per- 
fons who projected, executed, and perfected it. 


Extract from the FREE-BRITON. 
Obferzations on the Ruin of the Liberties of Castile. 


HE Author of the Differtation on Pariies imputed 

the Miferies and Provocations of the Spaniards to 
the Wickednefs of a Fir Minifeer, and the Corruption of 
the Cortes, or Reprefentatives of the People. 

Had he related the Story of Cafile without Difguile 
or Mutilation, I fhould never have given myfelf, or my 
Readers, the ‘Trouble of animadverting upon him: If 
could have contentedly left him to worry a wicked Firf 
Minifter, without any Fear that the Minifers of Britain, 


who now are employed in the Seryice of the Publick 
K could 
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could be involyed in the Crimes or Condemnation of 
one Who was really wicked, But all the “oo in the 
Craft/man, concerning this Minifter of Cafile, ferve only 
to iniorm us, that he. was Chief in the concit and Favour 
of his Prince ; that he cppr. fed the People ; that he wasa 
Plunderer ; that he was a B/underer, and had Perfons fub- 
fervient to him in Office, who were odious by the Name of 
his 7 TRV MEN, 

It is impofil ible that any Minifter can exercife Power, 
whom his Enemies will not deferibe, as wanting all Me- 
rit; and every Firf Minificr, even thofe that are un- 
bora, will fo far ‘refemble Chieor: os, the Favourite of 
Cherles V, that every fuch Perfon being, like -him, Chief 
in the Confidence. and Councils of his Sovere’ ign, the Rivals 
of his Fortune €, denytig bis, Ability and Hon PY: will make 
him unqual.tied and wicked, a Plunderer and Bl inderer of 
and ail his Inferiors in Office the Yourncymen of bis 

Tis is the Abufe of Hiftory: I¢ is not ca/ling a Minifier 
Wicked, that makes him Criminal, but proving him to be 
iched, 

Svch difingensoa Arts are practited to make a Miui- 
ficr odious, me rely fer being a Miniher, and to imrage 
Ni AnKiad, as if. they were ruined, when, by preferving 
their Temper, they may poflefs all Happinefs, This 
is the Ufe w nich is made ot Spanth Their Li- 
berties were dettroyed ; and ex: which ha- 
teoed their eftruction, was. the Charze of corrupt 
fu ice on their Cortes, or Reprefentatives. ‘There never 
was a -Afemty ly foi 2 Corruption was 
n>: ve aid there never will be fuch an Af 
feradty on waich much Co: ‘ruption will not be charged ; 
Waztever Parliament. or Repre Tentative Body, fhall go- 
any Country, the will eternally load the 

Majority th this Renro ach, whether it be true or falfe: 


a er, ‘y as Corrupt ; thea on the Stery of 
Ws applied ; the Coafesuence That if 


the Ruin y in Britain or 
the Peope of Britain moi rife im 
hat there ney er was / orruption, or » evil In- 
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I dare afirmto be true ; and the meaneft Obferver, as 
well as the mott intelligent, moft he fatisfie! that it 1s 
Cai. moy, and Clamour without Senfe, to cnarge cor- 
Management of our Government ; orto alarm us 
wih Ruin, vor the Danger of Corruption, when the 
whole Power of toe Crowns barely fufiicient to item the 
Vislnce of Fa&.on, or tocarry the moft neceffary Mea- 
iye the Support of the Eitabliihment, againit the 
Oj potion o the: DifafeGed, and ot the Malecontents, 
united to diiireis the Prince on the Throne, and the 
Ninuiers whom He approves. 

But whatever Colour there may at any Time be, for 
the Charge of corrupt Management, it will not follow 
from the Srtery of Cafile, that this Corruption muft de- 
ftroy Liberty. Popular Affemblies, if they are occaiion- 
ally mmjected, may very probably purge themfelves, nor 
is it pofliile that any Aflembly, however corrupt, will 
confent to the Lots of their Liberties, feeing the Cor- 
rupter can give them no Equivalent: I am mod fure, 
that though Inftances are Jzfaite, where the Corruption 
and the Violence of the People hath ruined the State, the 
Corruption ol the Reprefeatative Bodies, hath rarely pro- 
duced an Inftance of the Lofs of Liberty. 

is infamoufly falfe and difhoueft, to call that Great 
0) the Cortes, which gave the abfolute Power of rsttirg— 
new “faxes Ga the People, into the Hands oi the Kins, a 
$07 OF CREDIT, in order to difgrace and defame the 
Votes of Creditin Great-Britain, which are oaly Powers to 
apply Part of the Money, that arifes on /ega/ Funds, ac- 
cording co the Ex'gencies of the Times, to be judged of, 

uthin alew Months, by the whole Nation in Parliament, 
Which Delegitioa of Power, will notamount to any \utho- 
rity of Texing the Pecple ; nor even of railing the Money 
to defray the Debt, which is hereby incurred, utlefs it be 


juftificd by the Approbation of a future Seffioas. 
FOREIGN AFFATRG. 
FRANCE. 
HE different Projects prefented to His moft 
Chriflian Majefty, as Plans to raife the Structure of 


a General Peace upon, are, it is faid, all rejected, he- 
caule 
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caufe the Intereft of Kin — has too {mall a Share 
in them. The Succefs of another Campaign is, therefore, 
very likely to be tried. Great Preparations are, at 
leaft, making, throughout Freace, for that End. A great 
Augmentation of Troops is propos’, and Orders are. 
iflued for forty Men of War, of the Line, to be equip- 
ped in the feveral ;orts, that they may be ready to 
p «to Sea early in Spring. Notwithitanding all this, 
there has lately been a Conference held between Cardinal 

Jeury.and the Keeper of the Seals, on the one Hand, 
and the Frelifp and Minifters on the other: And it 
has fince beer f2'd, that the Preliminaries between the 
contending Part.es in Evrope are actually fettled, and that 
the Joificrences fubfifiing between them will foon be 
adjufted. 

it is yet very uncertain, who will command His moft 
Chriftan Majefty’s Army on the Rhine. It is faid, His 
Mareiiy has refolved, though not yet declared, that it 
fhall be Monf. /e Duc, as Generaliffimo, with the Reft of 
the Princes of the Blood under him, as Lieutenant Ge- 
nerals and Adjutants to his Highnefs ; And that the Duke 
will have a Council of the moft expert Generals, one. 


oF which will have the chief Command under his High- 
nels. | 


HOLLAND and the Low-CounTRIES. 


HE States of Hol/and, in Order to raife the Sup- 

ply neceffary for the enfuing Year, without laying 

any new Burden on their Subjects, have refolyed upon a 

Lottery for 1700,000 Guiiders, a Method of raifing 

tributions upon their Neighbours, which they have 
heretofore, frequently practifed, with great Succefs. 

No Refolution was tzKen ty the States General, before 
their Separztion, concerning any Augmentation of their 
Forces, either by Land or Sea; and the Commiffioners 

their Acmiralty v ere difmifs’d without having received 
any Inftructions : Which is looked upon as a certain Sign, 
that they are under no Apprehenfions of being obliged to 
enter into a War, at leaft, the next Year. 
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SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


Onferences are frequently held at the E/curial, in the 

Prefence of His Catholick Mayjefty, which turn up- 

on three Subjects, War, Peace, and the neceffary Sup- 

plies for carrying on the firft with Vigour, if this fecond 
fhould not take Place. 

Some Letters from Cadiz advife, that Captain For- 
refail, who commands a Spanifo Man of War, of ninety 
Guns, had lately brought into that Port two large A/ge- 
rine Corfairs, with eleven Hundred Turks on board, and 
that he had funk another of thofe Rovers, which had 
been cruifing in the Streights. The fame Letters advife, 
that they are very bufy there in Equipping a good Num- 
ber of Men of War, which, by Order from Court, are to 
put to Sea early the next Year. 


and 


H E Confederates have, fince their Retreat into the 

Cremonefe, encreafed their Army with 3000 French 
and 4000 Piedmontefe. ‘They make a Jeft of the Germans, 
for Boafting of an Advantage in having obliged them to 
abandon the Og/io, whereas it was a meer fpontaneous A@ 
of their own, in Order to poffefs a dry and convenient — 
Camp, inftead of the wet, unwholefome Situation they 
were in before, which, they fay, the Germans are hear- 
tily welcome to, wifhing nothing more, than that they 
would convince the World, that this Advantage 1s not a 
Phantom of their own Imagination, by purfuing it, and 


_ attacking them, where they now are. 


The Surrender of Capua to the Spaniards is confirmed, 
with all the Circumftances mentioned in our laft. The 
Spaniards found in the Place 240 Pieces of Cannon, four 
and twenty Mortars, and a great Quantity of all Sorts of 
Ammunition of War. 

The — 7 in Sicily, continue yet to batter the 
Caftle of Terra Nova, with great Vigour ; becaufe they 
find it impraéticable to attack the Cittadel of Me/fina, 
before they are Mafters of that Fortrefs. 

- Our laft Letters from Cremona fay, that feveral De- 
tachments of the Jmperialif's have pafs’d the Po on Pon- 

toons at Viadeira, and have put 5009 Men in 
08010 


> 
t 
f 


70 The BEE: Or; No. 945 

and Sabionetta, which are fituated on the Borders 
exe Milancfe and the Parmefan. On the other Hand, 
the Marthal de Brog/io is marched with filteen Regiments 
of Dragoons, and feveral Brigades of Infantry to Parma, 
for the Security of that Place, if the Germans fhould thiak " 
themfelves powerful enough to make that Capital a Vifit; 3 
and they have fince been followed by two Brigades of Foot, 
and two of Horfe. 


< 
: 


HE Treaty between His Jmperia/ Majetty, and the 

EleGtor of Bewaria, feems not to be in fo greata Hae 
Forwardnefs, as we have of late been made to believe ; 
at leaft the Refufal of Entrance to the German Troops, 
which were ordered to quarter there, is not the greatett 
Proof of it, thefe Troops being obliged to feek other 

uarters in Suabia. 

tters from Vienna fay, that the. 30,000 Men, 
Ruffian Troops, which are to go into the Service of the [im 
Emperour, are actually on their March for that Purpofe,. ae 
and that Part of them are already enter’d the Principality & 
of Trefchen, on the Borders of Hungary. We hear from 
the fame Place, that Prince Eugene has declared his Refo-, J 
lution of commanding the enfuing Campaign in Jtalys § 
but on whom the Command of the /mperia/ Army on the 
Rhine will be conferred is not yet faid. There is great @ 
Talk of a fecret Treaty being on Foot, between the §& 
émperial Court, and the King of Sardinia ; but what Baits 
are laid in the Way of the latter, to draw him off from 
his Alliances with France and Spain, is not faid. 

According to our laft Letters from Ber/in, there feems 
to be a greater Profpect of the King of Pruffia’s Recove- 
ry than ever, His Majefty being fo far amended, that He. 
is impatient, to be removed to Berlin, This his Phyfici- 
ans, however, at prefent oppofe, and think he fhould firft 
acquire a greater Share of Strength, to bear with the. 
Fatigue of fuch a Journey: For which a proper Carriage 
ss, m the mean Time, preparing. | 


POLAND, 
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PoLAND, SWEDEN, and the NORTHERN POWERs, 


Ount O/fflinski, Grand Treafurer of the Crown of 
Poland, who, with three other Senators, retired 
from Dantzi.k to Konigsburg, has caufed a Menifeflo to 
be publifhed in Dantgick, in all their Names, to juftif 
this Retreat ; in which they alledge, the violent Methods. 
which were ufed, to force them firft to a Recognition of 
King Augufus, and then to declare upon Oath, that all 
they had done was voluntarily, and of their own Accord. 
The Count is gone to refide at Angersburg, and the others 
propofe to take up their Habitation in the Flat Country, 
till they fee what Turn Affairs will take. 

Count Poniatewski is gone from Dentzick to Varfaw, 
and was to be followed in a few Days, by Prince Czar- 

The Con/ederacy which is formed in Favour of King * 
Staniflaus, have bound themfelves by the moft folema. 
Oath, to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes to eftablith his 
Intereft. ‘They have refolyed to implore the Affiftance of. 
all the Powers of Europe ; and to fend Ambaffadors to 
France, Sweden, Denmark and Turkey. ‘They have like- 
wife defired King Stanifaus to nominate proper Perfons,. 
to go to the Courts of Exe/and and Prufjia, and to nego- 
ciate in his Favour at the Hague. The Palatine ot Kiuw, 
is, inthe mean Time, very much haraffed by the Ruf, 
fans, Who purfue him from Poft to Poit, and have obliged 
him to retreat towards Leopold. 

Letters from Perersturg affure us, that M. de 7 Efanez, 
Minifter o. Francs, has had frequent Conferences with 
Count (fermen, Vice-Chancellor of the Ruffian Empire ; 
but whether his Aim be to draw off the Czarina from the 
Engagements She is in to His Imperial Majefty and King 
Auguflus, as fome fay, or only to difpofe her to relax 
infome Points, that an. Accommodation may the more 

~eafily be brought: to bear in Fayour of King ; 
to which, it is faid, the Empereyr is not altogether 
averfe, Time alone will difcover. This Gentleman, 
who poffeTes the Art of Infiauction to a remarkable De- 
gree, could, at firft, hardly obtain a Hearing o; his Of- 

fers ; but his Propofals have fince been found to tally fo 
far With the real Intereft of Her Czarian Majetty, that 


he is not without Hopes of Succefs. Hitherto, a 
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His ‘moft Chrifiian Majefty will give Her the Title of 


| No. 94. 
She has not done any Thing, nor does fhe feem inclined & 
to do any Thing, without communicating firft every Step 
to Her Allies) The Temptations offered by France ar & 
faid to be, that upon the Czarina’s acknowledging King @ 
Staniflaus, and withdrawing her Forces out of Pol, 


Empre(s of all Ruffia, guaranty Her Conquefts in Egr 
with of Courland, to Her and 
Succeffors, reftore the Dutchy of Meck/emburg to its Soe © 
vereignty, and re-imburfe all the Expences fhe has been 7 
at to advance King Aucuffus. | 


Turky, PERSIA, and other REMoTE CoUNTRIES. 


E are yet under the fame Uncertainty with Regard 
} tothe State of Peace or War in Perfia; for tho’ 
the Zurks continue to fend Troops and Ammunitions to. 
the Eaft, the Count de Bonneval is not idle in Bo/nia, | 
whither he has been fent by the Ottoman Porte, to erect 
Magazines, and fortify all the Frontier Towns and Placeson 
that Side. | 
The Troubles in the Empire of Fez and Morocco may @ 
be faid to exceed thofe of Poland; for there are now no & 
lefs than three Pretenders to that Monarchy ; who all take 
upon them the Title of Sovereigns. Muley Abdalia, \ate- 
by driven from Meguiacz, who commands a large Army 
of Moors in the South; Muley Haii, fupported by the 
Army of Meguinez ; and a third, whofe Name we have 
not yet learned, who has got together a confiderable 
Body of ‘Troops, in the Eaftern Part of that Empire. 


DOMESTICK OCCURRENCES 


To which is added, 
The DRONE’s COLLECTION: 


Being an Account of feveral Curious Particulars faithfully 
extraGed from the Publick Papers, for the Ue of fuch in- 


guifitive Readers, as have more Time on their Ha 
thaa they know what to do with. - 


London, December 12. 


Efterday her Majefty took the Ait 
we 


in Keniington-Garden, 
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We hear that the Viétuallers of London, and other Parts 
within the Bills of Mortality, intend to petition the Parhia- 
ment at the next Meeting, for Relief'in Relation to the Pot-Ad. 

‘They Write from Cambridge, that the Surfer of a certain 
College in that Univerfity is gone off with 2000}. 

We learn by Letters from Chriftopher:, arriv’d by the 
way of Brittol, anddated the 6th of O@ that thie speaker, Capts 
Fowler, From Angola in Guiney, was iaze arriv’d there, having 
on Board 441 Slaves for Sale. 

Yefterday one of the Pyrates concern’d in the Murder of 
Capt. Beard on the Coaft Guiney, was brought to Newgate 
from Wales. 

Yefterday Morning Mr. Carr, 4 Peruke-Maker, in Cary-ftreet, 
lad his Houte broke open by Rogues, and robb’d of Plate to the 
Value of 1001. | 

Dublin Dece 3. The Fifhermen who were caft away laft 
Wednefday in our Bay, by their Boat being overfet by a Shoal 
of Herrings, have not been heard of fince, excepting one of 


them who luckily got hold of a Huffar, and was taken up by fome 


Boats who came tohis Relief. 

We are affur’d that an Extraordinary Match is now on Foot, and 
near concluded betweentwo of the molt noted Cripdle Beggars in 
this Town. The Man’s Body is a little bowed together ; he wants 
one Foot and Leg, and his Limbs befides are fo maim’d and di- 
ftorted, that on one Foot, the Stump of the other Thigh, and 
his Hands in Shoes, he crawls upon all four, The Woman was 
born without Hands and Part of the Arms, and without Legs 
from the Middle of the Thigh: So that if Likene/s begets 
Love, ‘tis hoped this will prove a very loving Couple ; at leaft 
there will be no great room for Perlonal Reflection on either Sides 

We hear that they had lately. a decifive Meeting upon it, 
when that whole important Affair was thoroughly difcufs’d, with 
great Addrels and Formality, ani with vaft Varicty of odd and 
humourous Circumitances, as from fuch a Scene might well be.ex- 
pected. A Gentleman then happening to be prefent, had the Cu- 
riofity to take Notes of every Incident that occurr’d, with Defign, 
as tis faid, when throwninto fome better Order, to publith, for rai- 
fing fomething towards a Provifion for the illuftrious Pair, at leait 

Lo.don, Dec. 13. This 1§5 Tranfports were car- 
ried from Newgate, and put on Board a clole-Lighter at Black-friard. 

| The Biliof MORTALITY. 
Males 165 Males 224 
Chriftened Feral Buried Female 244 
In all 331 éInall = 468 
Decreafed in the Burials this Week 22, 
L The 
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The Stateof LITERATURE im Foreign Parts 
Paris. 


Ancienne des Egyptiens, (that is, the Andi. 
ent Hiftory of the Egyptians,&c. by M. Rollin.) VoLv. © 

Our laft Extraé@ from this Work gave a brie; Account | 
of the Government of Athens ; we come now to the third | 
Chapter of the tenth Book o; this Hiftory, which treats ua 
of the Religion of the two chief People of Greece, the © 
Spartans and the Athenians. | — 

Mr. Rollin begins by making fome general Obfervyations 7% 
on Paganifm, and then divides his Subjects into {our 9 
Branches: (1.) The Feftivals of the Grecians. (2.) Ther & 
Oracles, Auguries, and Divinations. (3.) Their Sports or 9% 
Games. And, C4.) Their Theatrical Reprefentations,.and 
other Publick Shews. Of thefe, he tells his Readers, his 
Defign was only to treat of thofe Particulars which were @ 
_moft worthy of their Curiofity, and had the neareft Rela § 
tion to Hiftory. 

Of Feftivals, he has confined himfelf to three ; the Pa- © 
nathana@a, the Feaft of Bucchus, and thofe of Ceres at E- § 
deufis. ‘Vhe firtt was inftituted in Honour of Minerva, § 
the tutelary Goddefs of Arhezs, who likewife gave Name 
to that City.. This ancient Feftival was originally called 
“ithenea, till Thefeus uniting all the Towns of -Aft.ca into 
ag? it received this Appellation. It was an annual 
Fettival; but once in five Years it was celebrated with 
ome Solemnity, and lafted feyeral Days. It confifted of 

voning Matches, Wreftling, and Mutical Contefts ; and 
each ‘Tribe commiffioned ten Perfons to prefide over. them, 
whofe Bufinefs it was to regulate their Forms, and to after- 
tain the Prizes. They ended with a folemn and magpifi- 
cent Procefiion ; and the Defign of them. was to deyote 
themfelves to this Goddefs, to entreat her Protection, and 
to implore Succefs and Happinefs on their Republick. 

The Feait of Bacchus, as Mr. Rollin obferves, was 
b-ought trom Egyp: to Athens ; and was divided into two, 
tie lefs and the greater, the former being only a Sort 
Preparation to the latter. The People at thefe Feftivals 


ae entertaimed with Games, Shews, and theatrical Re- 
intermixed with funcry drunken and obfcene 


TJ he 


Ceremonies. 
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Fhe Feaft held at Eleufs, a {mall Townin Attica, in 

298 Honour to Ceres, was eiteemed one of the’ inoft facred 
ee among the Grecians, and, by way of Excellence, they cal- 
led the Ceremonies of it, the Myferies. “This was likewife 
Mee ditingaifhed into the lefSand tne greater Feitival, and was 
celebrated every five Years. “Lhe Athen/ans ot both Sexes, 
. Hee and of every Age and Condition, were admitted to it, 
but none elfe. ‘The Feftival lifted nine Days, each of 
Vs TR which was fet apart for fome particular Service During 
tt | this Time, no one could be arrefted or imprifoned, nor 
rd 2 © durit any_oue offer a Complaint to the Judges, under very 
he fevere Penalties. Such as were almitted into the grand 


es tions, and continuance, for a limited time, during which 
they were inftructed in the Principles and#lemente-of the 
@e facred Doctrines of thofe Myfteries, and they were after- 
Bwards initiated with great Solemnity and Privacy, in the 


i 


Night-time. 

‘Rollin comes next to the Oracles of Greece, and he 
iS Pee propofes to give fome Account of the moft celebrated ; but 
thoie of Dodonaea, Trophonius, the Branchida, and that of 


Wy Clcros, are but flightly pafs’d over, and feveral totally 
to make way for that of Apollo at Delphos. Our 
oy) Author fills feveral Pages with an Account of the Rife and 
Oe Progrefs of this Oracle, the Manner in which the Anfwers 
Mawere delivered, with the Ambiguity or Obfcurity which 
w.ascommon to them. He then acknowledges that fome- 
Weetiines there have beenInftances of clear and direct Anfwers, 
Beees that to Crasfus, that at the time of his Enquiry he was 
mee ployed in boiling a Lams and a Tortoi/e in a brazen Pot, 
was the Truth. Here our Author follows 7 ertullian, 
@eeiid imagines this was done by an evil Spirit, which might, 
mw ith ao incredible Swiftnefs, move from one Place to the 
meother: And Mr. Ro//in (arther fuppofes, that where any 


hings, to punith the facrilegious Credulity of the Pagans. 
id Bt is a Queition which has made a good deal of Noife in 
me 2 World, whether the Oracles of the Heathens are to be 
ccounted for by the Operarioa of evil Spirits, or the Tricks 
ad Artifices of Mea? Mr: 722 Del, a Dutch Phyfician, 
as declared for the latter, and herein he has been tollowed 


Onrinioa of M. Rol/in, confuted both thefe Authors, 
and 


have heen juttified by the Event, that God has fome- _ 
Bet iines fuffered the Devil to have a Knowledge of future 


Mytteries were tied down to certain preparatory’ Purifica- 


~ 


y MoaSeur Fontene//e, Father Baltus, a Jefnit, has, in © 
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and fhewn, from the Confent of the Fathers, that the © 
Devil had his fhare in Oracles ; but then he allows, that the. 7 
Frauds and Impoftures of the Priefts and Prieftefles were 
likewife concerned in them, as is evident from f€veral Paf- 
fages in the Greek Hiftory, which he mentions.. He con : 
cludes this Article with a general Account of the Riches © 
treafured up inthe Temple of De/phos, referring his Rea- 
ders, for a farther Information, to fome Diflertations m © 
the third Volume of the Memoirs of the Academy of Belles EB 
Lettres. 

Sports and Games, with divers Sorts of vg se Exer- 
cife, or Trials of Skill, making a Part of the Heathen Re- 
ligion, and being admitted into all their Feftivals, our Au- | 
thor thinks he cangot be difpenfed with faying fomething © 
of them. There were, fays he, four folemn Sports or | 
Games in Greece ; the Olympick, in Honour to Fupiter, the 
Pythick, facred to Apollo, the Nemean, inftituted, or at 
leat, reftored by Hercules, and the J#bmick, reftored by 
Thefeus, in Honour to Neptune. He confines himfelf to 
the O/ympick alone, and in that is very brief. 

Under the Article of theatrical Reprefentations, €c. our 
Author fhews the nice Tafte the Athenians had for them, 
and the great Emulation which reign’d among their Poets 
for difputing the Prize. Having given his Readers a brief 
but juft Idea of Dramatick Poetry, as diftinguifhed from 
the £pick, and obferved, that the former owes its Being 
to the Atberians, he goes on to give fome Account of the 
‘Rife and :rogrefs of Tragedy, and of the moft eminent 
Athenian oets. who was Cotemporary with So- 
dm, was not indeed the firft who wrote this Way ; but he 
made fuch Alterations and Amendments in this Species o 
Writing, that he generally paffes for the Inventer of it. 
Under the Term cf Tragedy was included, before his Times 
what we call Comedy, and fignified no more than a Series 

mixed with the Praife ng b 

borus, at his Feftival, of Bacchus, was fung by 
sat among other Things, introduced. a Charaétet 
rn the Chorus, which relieved it by the recital of the 
<ventore of fome illuftrious Perfon; and this it ws 
Hi ich gave Birth to the Subjects of Tragedy. Upon this 


int, Ai/cbylus made great Improv ts, and taking @ 
true Idea of Tragedy pr vements, 
began to aflame rom Homer's Iliad and Ody ffé5s 


er Form. The/pis’s Cart was turne 
— a Theatre, the Stile of Tragede became more fet 
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ons, and the Actors appeared in Masks, Robes and Bus- 
kins. But A/chylus did not ftop here. He made more 
effential Additions ; the Vivacity of Action in the Dial 
of his kerformers, which work’d up the Paffions of Bity 
and Yerror in the Audience ; the Choice of a noble and 
affecting Subject, held within the Limits of the three Uni- 
ties of Action, Time and Place ; and the Conduét of the 
whole Piece, fo as to keep the Minds of the Audience in 
fufpence, ’till the Plot broke out, were all Beauties owing 
to the Invention of 4/chylus. The Chorus, all this while, 
was not rejected ; it was kept up as a Relief to the Ac- 
tors; but then the Subjects of it were the Vindication of 
Innocence, the Praife of Frugality, Temperance, Juftice, 
and other Virtues ; and not fuch loofe Songs and Interludes 
as modern Audiences are generally entertained with. 

While A/chylus was thus in the Height of his.Glory, a 
young Competitor ftarted up and difputed the Prize with 
him. Upon the Difcovery of the Bones of The/ews, at 
Athens, a publick Difpute was opened between the tragick 
Poets. Sophocles enters the Lifts with /chy/us, and won 
the Prize ; and the vanquifhed Poet, withdrawing in Dif- 
guft, died foon after in Sicily. — 

The next Poet our Author mentions is Euripides, who 
was Cotemporary with Sophocles, and whofe Pieces are 
full of excellent Precepts of Morality. Prophane and im- 
moral Speeches are thought in fome Meafure excufable on 
the Stage, if they fuit the Characters of the Perfons by 
whom they are ufed; but the Athenians were exceedi 
{crupulous in this Point: They were immediately alarme 
at fuch Indecencies, and when any Thing contrary to the 
itricteft Rules of Virtue and Decorum appeared, they re- 
— the Author on the publick Theatre. Euripides 

imfelf, as ftri€@tly moral as he was, lay liable to their 
Cenfure. He made Bellerophon very free in his Commen- 
dation of Riches, and fuffered him to finifh his Eulog 
with thefe Words : Riches are the greate#} Happine/s Man- 
kind canenjcy ; and with Fuftice befpeaks the A:lmiration of 
the Gods, and yof Men. The whole Audience prefently 
thewed their Difpleafure at this Expreflion, and would 
hardly be perfuaded to treat the Poet with that Regard as 
to wait the Conclufion of the Performance, when they 
faw the Eulogift come to a miferable End. 
_. We come now, with our Author, to Comedy, which 
May properly be faid to be anImage of common Life. This 
appeared 
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appeared at Athens in divers Fc.ms, juft as the Genius of 
the. Poets, or the Laws of the Senate, which produced» 
many Changes in it, made it. ‘That which Horace calls the 
Old Comedy, “was a Reprefentation of real Facts, with the 
very Na.ues of fuch Perfons as the Author thought fit to 
facrifice to the Diverfion of the Spectators, and that th 
might not be miftaken, the Actors wore Masks, which ex- | 
prefs'd the'very Features of their Faces. Generals, Sena- 
tors, nay, the very Gods, were not exempt from the Lafh 
of the Comick Writers. None of thefe Sorts of Writings 
have efcaped the Teeth of Time, and reached down to us, - 
but thofe of Ariffophanes. 

Mr. Rollin lays feveral Extracts of this Author’s Plays 
before his Readers, to give them a juft Idea as well of 
that Poet’s Character, as of the Nature of this O/d Co- 
a He obferves, that the unlimited Freedom ufed in 
t Comedies may appear very extraordinary to thofe ; 
who live onder a Monarchical Government : ‘* But, adds i 
be, without Undertaking to juftify the Conduct o. 4- 
rifopbanes, which will not admit of an Excufe, I con- F 

ceive, if we would form a juft Judgment of this Mat- 
ter, we muft diveft ourfelves of the Prejudices which 
our Education, Country, or the Age we live in, have 
led us into, and fuppofe ourfelyes Members. of a State 
“* merely Democratical. We muft not imagine Arifo- 
“* phanes to have been, like thofe who write for our Stage, 
a of little Confequence in the Commonwealth. 
‘¢ ‘The King of Perfia look’d upon him in a very differ- 
** ent Light. His firft Enquiry was, when he gave Au- 
*¢ dience to fome Grecian Ambaffadours, concerning a 
** certain Comick Poet ( Ariffophan’s) who fet all Greece 
** in Motion, and-gave the People fuch wholefome Coun- 
*¢ fel againit him. Arifophancs was on the Stage what 
Demofhenes afterwards appeared in the Publick A fiem- 
‘* blies. amen At Athens the BODY ofthe People was 
KING, and every Man was in Pofieffion of the Sovereiga 
‘© Power in Solido. The Publick Affairs were the Affairs 
of every individual Perfon, and every one upon all Oc- 
cafions would be inftructed in them, becaufe they. lay: 
always liableto be called upon to give their Opinion — 
with regard to Peace and War, and on their own Fate, 
as well as on that of their Confederates and Enemies. 
This it was which gave Occafion to the Comick Poets 
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to treat of Affairs of State ; and fo far were the Arhe- 
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‘© nigns from taking the Liberty, with which they fpoke of 
‘“< the greateft Men in the Republick, amifs, that they fet 
‘¢ a Value upon it as one of the moft confiderable Branch- 
es of their Liberties. 

When Ly/ander made himfelf Mafter of. Athens, he 
changed the Form o; its Government, and put it into the 
Hands of Thirty Men. Thefe Zyrants did. not. approve 
of the Satyrical Licentioufnefs of the Stage, and therefore, 
to put a Stop toit, forbid the Naming of Perfons on the. 
Stage ; but the Poets, tho’ they obeyed the Letter of the 
Law, knew how to eludethe Spirit of it, and drew their 
Characters in fuch a Manner, that tho’ the Names were 
fictitious, it was no difficult Matter to know the Perfons 
aimed at. ‘This Manner of Writing has been called the 
Middle Comedy, and lafted ’till the Time of ALE xX- 
ANDER the Great, and then was introduced the New 
Comedy ; which was no more than a reprefentation of 
Common Life in feigned Adventures, and under fuppofiti- 
ous Names. Menander was excellent in this Way ; but fome 
few Fragments of his are only remaining. 

Mr. kol/in, after this, gives his Readers a very. exaé 
Defcription of the ancient Theatres, which he has copied 
froma learned Differtation, written on that Subject, by 
Mr. Boindin. He concludes his Tenth Book with ob- 
ferving, that one of the chief Caufes of the Corruption 
of the Athenians was their extreme Paffion and Fondnefs 
jor [heatrical Reprefentations, for which they negleéted 
both the State and Field, and degenerated into that Soft- 
nefs, Idolence and Effeminacy, as enervated the Strength 
and Glory of their Republick. | 

MISCELLANY POEMS, SONGS, &e, 
On Bifhop BU RN E Hifory. 
Monitum le¢ctori quomodo legenda fit Burnetti Hiftoria fui 
temporis, & pro vera admittenda, 
Eguntur hebree verfo ordine litterz ; 

_4 Cancriq; ferpunt in contrarium gradus ; 

cnella virgo, fi quem amet perdite, 

(Ea eft protervitas !) fugit tanquam oderit 5 

Quemg; odit aulicus (tanta eft urbanitas ! ) 

Amore ut abundans quafi ftudiofus colit. 

Ut hebrza legi, cancros ut gradi vides, 
enelia ut odit virgo, amatq; ut aulicus, 

Hac lege Lucianus hiftoriam fuam, 

Suam Burnettys ipfe verum d ixerit. 
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